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FISHERS, Ind. — A partnership between Conner Prairie Living History Museum and the 
Indiana Department of Corrections is giving new meaning to the term “prison garb.” 

Female Rockville Correctional Facility inmates are making historic-looking costumes for the 
museum’s gift shop — to be sold to visitors. 

Outfits for boys and girls — dresses, complete with aprons and day caps for girls, and 
slacks, vests and straw hats for boys — are being sold for $60 each. 
 
“The ladies that work on these garments are so proud of their work and being able to help 
do something for kids,” said Ericka Mason, historic clothing and textiles manager at Conner 
Prairie. “It’s really made a difference in how they feel about themselves and their lives.” 
 
Conner Prairie officials say they have been trying to find a way to get 1830s-syle costumes 
to sell for years, partly because parents frequently ask for them when their children as 
encouraged to dress in costume for Pioneer Days at schools. 
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